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ELGER ESSER

SKY AND SAND



Mont Saint Michel IX, 2022



Mont Saint Michel VII, 2022



Continuing Esser’s lifelong exploration of the landscape genre, Sky and Sand delves into the poetic interplay between history, memory, 
and landscape, inviting viewers into a meditative world that reflects Esser’s deep connection to France, a country he describes as 
carrying “history in its landscape like no other.”

Esser’s works, created between 2017 and 2024, depict serene and atmospheric landscapes, including iconic locations such as 
Mont Saint Michel and the Sélune River. These images transcend their geographic specificity, blending historical references with 
contemporary techniques to evoke a sense of timelessness and nostalgia. As Esser explains, “My ambition has always been to make a 
timeless photograph—one that can age well, far from being datable.” This approach has been central to his practice since he began his 
career in 1996, a deliberate decision to situate his work in a poetic realm while grounding it in a strong conceptual framework.



Kerhervy, 2017



Fort Louvois, 2014



Selune, 2020



Les Andelys II, 2018



The photographs in Sky and Sand are deeply rooted in the artistic legacy of the French landscape, drawing inspiration from masters such 
as Monet, Courbet, and Chateaubriand. Yet, Esser’s unique vision, evident in his attention to dramatic skies and the fusion of motif and 
mood brings a poetic quality to his works, shaping what he describes as ‘internal landscapes.’ These reflect the artist’s own perceptions, 
with “pausing, and contemplation”.

A key feature of Esser’s practice is his innovative use of materials and techniques. For Sky and Sand, he incorporates silver-plated 
copper plates and Diasec face techniques, melding historical processes with contemporary advancements. “Silver and copper have been 
photographic materials from the very beginning” Esser notes, referencing the early photographic experiments of Niépce.



Saint Denis sur Loire II, 2021



Plouescat, 2019 



Mont Saint Michel-Ciel et Mer, 2023



Ètang de Peyriac, 2024 



 Île du Soulier, 2024



Beaugency III, 2014



Elger Esser (b. 1967, Stuttgart, Germany) was raised in Rome, and lives and works in Düsseldorf. Esser studied at the Kunstakademie 
Düsseldorf under the tutorship of Bernd Becher. Esser’s work has been exhibited in museums and galleries around the world, including 
Fondation Herzog, Basel, Switzerland, (2004); Haggerty Museum of Art, Milwaukee, USA, (2006); Gana Art Center, Seoul, South Korea, 
(2006); Norton Museum of Art, West Palm Beach, Florida, USA, (2007); Staatliche Kunsthalle Karlsruhe, Germany, (2016); Fondazione 
Stelline, Milan, Italy, (2017); Landesgalerie Linz, Austria, (2017); and Parasol unit foundation for contemporary art, London, UK, (2017); 
among many others. His work has been published in numerous monographs, and is in major collections including the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York; Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York; Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo, New York; Brooklyn Museum, 
New York; Centre Pompidou, Paris; Kunstmuseum, Stuttgart; Kunsthalle Karlsruhe; Kunsthaus Zürich; Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam; and 
Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam
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